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The method that's helped thousands in the U.S. and Japan learn Japanese successfully.Japanese

has two basic writing systems, hiragana and katakana, in addition to the one that uses Chinese

characters or Kanji. This handy book teaches you a new mnemonics&#150;based method to read

and write the basic 92 hiragana and katakana characters.Memorable picture mnemonics help you to

learn the characters by associating their shapes and sounds with combinations of images and

English words already familiar to you.Clear examples and entertaining exercises offer opportunities

to read, write, use and practice all 46 basic hiragana and 46 basic katakana characters, plus the

remaining kana that stand for more complex sounds.Polish your knowledge with word searches,

crossword puzzles, fill&#150;in&#150;the&#150;blanks, timed recognition quizzes, and other

interesting activities.The Downloadable Content allows you to print out your own flash cards

(featuring the same mnemonic images taught in the book) to help you review and practice, even

while you're on the go.
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If you are learning Japanese, this is the book to pick up. Nothing is more important then learning the

basics first. And this book gives you everything basic you can hold in your hand. In the beginning of

the book, it gives you a back story of the man who invented TUTTLE. As soon as I stumbled upon

the Tuttle Collection, it has been a blessing. And so far, learning Japanese has been a blast!After

reviewing the man behind the name in a paragraph or two. It gives you information on how to use

the book, vowel pronunciations and even the past of the character sets themselves. Don't worry, it

doesn't overload you with textbook definitions. It gives you brief and to the point back story's. Trust

me, none of it is a waste of your time. All of it is useful and interesting information.The Hiragana

Chart is then introduced and you learn how to write them. This is important. If you are going to write

in Japanese , you need to know the stroke order and stroke types. It keeps it neat and legible.

When I first started using it I immediately wanted to buy another one. So I suggest, buy two or copy

the pages so you can keep practicing off paper. The book provides wonderful practice as well as

memorable mnemonics and vocabulary. When you're done with learning how to write them, there's

an activity section. Where you are putting what you learned into use. It helps you remember the

characters as well as their stroke order. Then when you're done with Hiragana, the exercise begins

again with Katakana.Though I would not recommend this to someone to learn Katakana and

Hiragana straight out. But if it is what you want to try, go for it. I would offer this book to someone to

learn how to write them and make their memory of the characters concrete.
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